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ADORESS: 804 Dearborn Ave,, tdelena, Lewls and Clark County, Montana.
OwWNER: James J. Phillips
OCCUPANT: James J. Phillips and various tenants

Usf: Aesidence, Kindergarten and Apartment

HISTORICAL AnD WECHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

This bhouse was purchased by Conrad Kohrs in
1900 after ha and nis wifa moved to Helena from their
rarch at Deer Lndce. This was Kohrs' home until his
death thera in 19235.

Kohrs had come to Montama in 1862, orospec-
tiny and following the rumors of gold strikes in ths
Territory. e was employed as a butcher in 3dannack,
thern in ~Alder Gulch opened his own meat shop. Befors
lorg he was buying cattle throughout the state in order
to fill the demand for meat, In 1866, ha purchased the
John F, Grant farm near Jeer Lodge and stocked it with
breeding cattle. within a few years, Conrad Kohrs was
the largest cattle owner in flontana and the northuwest.

The developmant of the cattle industry in
ffontana owes much to Kohrs. fe introduced shorthorns
to the Territory in 1871, and Herefords in 1880, He
was also active in the Montana Stockgrowers Associaw
tion throughout his carser.

Thepdore Roosevelt was a friend of Kohrs
from the 1880's when Aoosevell ranched in the Dakata
Territory. In 1911, whan the ex-president was on a
political tour of the wWest he dined with Kohrs hers
in this house,
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HISTORICAL INFQOARAMATION

conrad Kohrs was born in Haolstein, Germany
in 1835. The year 1862 found him in Montana in the
Deer Lodge Yalley. He did some prospecting without
much success, then drifted to dannack whore he was
employed as a butcher. In 1883, ha went to Alder
Gulch (Virginia City, Montana) where he opened his

. own butcher shop. Kohrs returned to the Deer Lodge

Jalley in 1865, operating a meat market and buying
large herds of cattle to supply msat for the mining
camps.

In 1866, Kohrs bought the farm that had been
established by John H. Grant in 1863, and stocked it
with a herd of breeding cattle. Jwithin a few years he
and his partner, his half-brother John Bieglenberq,
were the largest cattle owners in Montana and the
northwest. Kohrs was continually interested in im=
proving his stock, In 1871, he purchased shorthorns
in Iowa and brought the first of that breed to the
state., In 1880, he introduced Herefords to fMontana,.
Kohrs served in the 14th Tgrritorial Legislature, and
was a member of the Montana constitutional convention.

Kohrs was an active member of the Maontana
Stockgrowsrs Association which was organized in 1885,
During this period he became acquainted with Theodore
noosevelt, who was engaging in ranching operations in
eastern fontana and western Dakota Territory. This
friendship persisted throughout the lives of the two
men. When President Roosevelt.made a tour through
the western states in 1903, he was guest of honor at
a banquet in Zutte. In a letter to John Hay later,
Roosevelt described it: "0ld Con Kohrs, a fine boy
and an old friend of mine, a member aof the Legisla-
tur=2, and an absolutely honest man, was there. He
repeated stories of hunting and Indian fighting and
prospecting in the early days, and then told the com-
nany how he and I some twenty ysars previously had
worked on the cattle ranges together, and had beser
fellow delegates at the stockmen's meetings in the
roaring little cattle town of fiiles City."
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In 1911, ex-President Roosevelt again madse
a western tour, this time to investigate political
sentiment in the area before again declaring himsself
a candidate for the presidency. +de reached Helena on
April 11, and had dinner in the Kohrs homse.

Conrad Kohrs and his wife had moved to delena
from their ranch home negar User Lodge in 1899, They
rented this hguse, which had been built in 1890, from
He 4. D'Acheul, Helena business man. Mrs. Kohrs en joy-
ed the house and made many friends in Helena, so her
huspand bought the house and presented it to har on
their wedding anniversary, February 23, 1900,

In addition to cattle, Kohrs and Bielenberg
had extensive mining intserests. They owned most of the
mining ground in the town of Pioneer, Montana, and built
a big ditch to bring water into it. Their operation was
the most extensive hydraulic mining in the state at that
time,

LConrad Kohrs dised in this house on July 21,
1820, His widow continued to live there until 19454,
when she sold it teo william M. Perry. The present own-
ers, James J. and Nancy M. Phillips, purchased the prop-
erty in 1963.
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AACHITECSTURAL IGF ORln TLOK
CATZA10R
Cverall Dimensions - 40' wide and 55' de=p,

gxclusive of porches; three story masonry
structure with basement,

Foundation - native granite,

Wall Tonstruction - 13" brick bearing walls of
common and face brick, with granite lintels,
keystones and sills,

Forches - froni porch, east facade: 21'-G6" x
7'-90", wood frame with four full and two half
columns {(wood) and turned balustrade (wood).

Aear porch, south wall: 6'-0" x 13'-0"., Kitch-
en entry porch, wood frame having two full col-
umns and two half columns of wood: shed roofed
and shingled, #Pantry entry, west wall; 6'-0" x
9'-1J" wood frame porch with four wood columns,
shingled roof.

Openings = cntrances: A single 5' x 9'=3" front
doorway containing twa 2'-5" x 3'-0" oak sash
doors, oak frames and two oak frame screen doors,
On the south wall a side doorway 3' x 7' doorway
having 2'-8" x 7'=3" sash door with transom.

Rear door (into pantry), west wall, one 3' x 7'
fir door and casing. 3asement has one fajestic
cast iron coal door and ane 5' x 7' hingaed batten
door.

Jindows: Basement - one pair of 2' x 2' single
light sash windows., first floor - J.4. 2/7 wood
windows; some fixed sash units; some units hHave
curved frostad top sash, Second flaor - D.4. 2/7
woord windows: some nave Tixed side lights., Thircd
Ploar - J.4. 2/2 wood windows in aabls =2nds and
cuoglasy somsz Fixed sash; group of three windows
in pablsas,

~11 windows an<d doors have oak casing unless
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noted., ‘wWindows have stone sills, lintels and
keystones,

Roof - combimation hip and gable roof with cuo-
olgs; squared cedar shingles. Approximate pitch
454,

Chimneys - brick,
INTERIOR

Originmally the structure contained eleven
rooms in the main portion of the house and five rooms
in the rear wing for kitchen, etc., with servants'
quarters above. Today the major portion of the north
side of the building, on both first and second floors,
has been remodelsed inte an apartment. The information
listed below describes the building as it was before
the remodeling.

Floor #lan - First Floor: central entry hall;
stairways; parlor in the southesast corner and
parlor in the northeast corner; library; dining
room; kitchem; pantry; back (servants') stair-
case.

Second floor: wupper hall; stairway; sitting
room, southeast corner; main bedraoom; two guest
bedroams; bathroom; two servants' rooms and bath;
back stairs.

Third Flaor: three maids' rooms; bathroom;
stairway.

oriling rdeights - basement: S'-4"; first floor:
12'=3"; second floor: 10'=A"3 third floor: wvaries
according to roof, but apsroximatesly 5'-0".

Flogr - The main portion has 1 x 4 7T & 5 oak
Flooring; inlaid linolsum in kitchen, #loar
jeists: first floor 2 x 12's 12" o.c.: second

fliocor 2 x 12's 12" g.c.; third floor 2 x 13's
12" 0.C.
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dall and Cealling Finish - Lath and plaster -
painted; wallpapsr. Leiling plastar.

Doors -~ Two sets of large oak sliding doars

open off the central entry hall into the parlors.
Cak trim, The interior doors are panelsd hard-
wood except in kitchen and servants' guarters.

Trim - oak; mahogany base, shos and cove, main
floor. Second floor has pine mpuldings, stained
or painted.

Hardware - brass; cast iron in servants' and
utility area,.

Lighting - wlectric.

deating - ilagee sectional steam boiler; radiators
in rooms,
GTHZRS

Seneral Jetting - The house is situated on the
northwast corner of the intarsection of Jearborn
and atuart Strests, facing e=ast,

Enclosure - low brick wall with a staone coping.

Cutbuildings - There is a one and a half stary
brick and frame carriage house with living guar-
ters above. The building is 23' x 25'; masonry
first floor. <sable roof is shingled. The build-
ing is located on the northwest portion of the

site.

~raparad 0y . John DeHaas
December 1967
Reviewed by: Eleni Silverman, HARS

September 1983



